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※QRコードを読み込むと，英文と連動した音声再生ができます（スマホにも対応）


次の英文は，中学３年生の由香（Yuka)が，夏休み中の自由研究でカササギ（magpie）について調べた内容を英語の授業で発表したものである。これを読んで，問１～問５に答えなさい。
We see many birds around us every day.  Some birds are seen in all seasons, and some birds are seen only in warm seasons.  Please look at this picture.  Have you ever seen this bird?  Everyone will say “Yes.”  This is a magpie.  We can often see this bird around us.  In spring, we sometimes see the birds which make *nests on *utility poles and in trees.  How much do you know about magpies? 　　A　　 I will tell you about them.
In Kyushu, magpies are seen only around the Ariake Sea.  They do not live in other places in Kyushu.  It is interesting for me.  However, the book I read shows that some of them were seen in Hokkaido and Nagano before, and I also think ①this is interesting.
Magpies are called kasasagi in Japanese, but they are also called kachigarasu in Saga.  It is said that they were brought to Saga from the *Korean Peninsula in the sixteenth century. 　　B　　 People thought magpies were lucky birds because they make a *sound like “kachi, kachi, kachi” which means “to win” in Japanese.  So people started to call them kachigarasu.
Magpies live in only a few areas in Japan, but they are seen in many places around the world like America, Canada, and many countries in Europe.  They eat *insects, *nuts, and so on.  What color is a magpie?  Black and white?  If you look at the black part *carefully, you can see green in it.  I like this beautiful green.  Magpies make their nests in winter and have five to eight eggs every spring. 　　C　　
Magpies are known as a *natural treasure of Japan, and Saga is famous for them.  However, the number of the birds has been getting smaller in Saga.  It is said that they have started to find different places to live in.  In Kyushu, magpies lived only in Saga before, but they are also seen in Fukuoka, Nagasaki and Kumamoto today.  　　D　　  What is the reason?  I think one of the reasons is a *decrease in the amount of *cultivated field they can get their food at in Saga.  This means that 　　②　　 .  This is not good for magpies, and they may start to leave Saga.
I will keep studying magpies because I'm interested in them, and I want to know more about them.  Are you interested in something in Saga?  To make good friends with people around the world, it is very important for us to know about our local areas.  Let's learn about many other things in Saga like *porcelain, *mudskippers and *hot-air balloons.  Let's *share Saga's appeal to the world.  If we know more about Saga, we will be prouder of living here.

nest(s)：巣　　utility pole(s)：電柱　　Korean Peninsula：朝鮮半島　　sound：音　　insect(s)：虫，昆虫
nut(s) ：木の実　　carefully：注意深く　　natural treasure：天然記念物　　decrease：減少
cultivated field：農耕地　　porcelain：磁器，焼き物　　mudskipper(s) ：ムツゴロウ
hot-air balloon(s)：熱気球　　share Saga's appeal：佐賀の魅力を伝える
問１　次のア～エは，由香が発表の中で提示した資料の一部である。これらの資料を提示した順に並べ，記号を書きなさい。
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問２　下線部①の表す内容を，日本語で書きなさい。
問３　次の英文は，本文から抜き出した１文である。この英文が入る最も適当なところを，本文中の
　　A　　 ～ 　　D　　の中から一つ選び，記号を書きなさい。
	Babies are in their nests for about two months from April, and they leave their nests in June or July.


問４　　 ② 　 にあてはまる英語として最も適当なものを，次のア～エの中から一つ選び，記号を書きなさい。
ア　the number of farmers in Saga is getting larger
イ　it is difficult for magpies to find places to catch insects
ウ　we have to buy vegetables and rice made in Saga
エ　there are cats and other animals that eat eggs of magpies
問５　この発表で，由香が伝えたい内容を表した英文として最も適当なものを，次のア～エの中から一つ選び，記号を書きなさい。
ア　Yuka is going to study magpies more because they are cute.
イ　Yuka will change her way of life to keep some birds in her house.
ウ　Yuka thinks that there are many problems we should solve in Saga.
エ　Yuka wants people in Saga to know many good things in Saga.






	解答


問１　イ→エ→ア→ウ
問２　カササギ (カチガラス) が以前は北海道や長野で見られたこと。
問３　Ｃ
問４　イ
問５　エ
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