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※QRコードを読み込むと，英文と連動した音声再生ができます（スマホにも対応）

次の文章を読んで，あとの問１から問５までの問いに答えなさい。
The world is a very wonderful and interesting place that is full of nature.  Plants and animals have important parts in the ecosystem.  Even small insects have their own roles.  Do you know that over 60% of all the known species on the earth are insects?  That's true.
Many studies are (　Ａ　) and scientists are getting worried about the results. 　According to a study in Germany, over 75% of flying insects have decreased.  There are many reasons, such as air pollution, water pollution, ground pollution, a lot of chemicals to save plants, and so on.
Some insects are bad for us because they eat a lot of fruits and vegetables.  However, others are useful for us.  Actually, they pollinate most of the plants on the earth.  If the number of insects decreases, the number of plants will decrease, too.  Also, many of these insects are food for birds and other animals.  What will these birds and animals do without food?  They cannot survive.  Insects are small, 　　①　　 .
How can this problem be solved?  Some people are working to solve this problem.  ②They say that this problem can be solved 【 understand / insects / of / the importance / people / when 】 .  Insects are necessary for humans.  One example is a department store in Osaka, Japan.  In 2020, it started to raise about 50,000 bees on top of the building.  The bees search for flowers around the department store and collect pollen from flowers.  The bees move from flower to flower when they collect pollen.  This helps pollination.  Thanks to the bees, some of the local plants can grow, and bees can make honey in their hives.  The department store shows the customers the bees and sells the honey.  Their goal is to tell the local people about the importance of bees and the environment.
We have another good example.  At a high school in a big city, students are also taking care of bees because they want to share the importance of bees with other people.  The students learned the important relationships of human beings and nature.  They made picture books.  So children can learn the relationships from the books.  More and more people are starting to understand the serious problem and scientists are working together to take action.  Insects are useful for us.  What can we do?  We can learn from other examples, raise more insects, and increase plants.  Now, let's continue helping each other to protect the environment!
(注)　earth　地球　　pollution　汚染　　pollinate ～　～に授粉する　　raise ～　～を育てる
bee　ミツバチ　　pollen　花粉　　pollination　授粉　　honey　はちみつ　　hive　ミツバチの巣








問１　(　Ａ　) にあてはまる最も適当な語を，次の５語の中から選んで，正しい形にかえて書きなさい。
progress　　contact　　imagine　　drop　　save
問２　　　①　　 にあてはまる最も適当な英語を，次のアからエまでの中から一つ選んで，そのかな符号を書きなさい。
ア　and they have no influence on the environment
イ　but the decreasing number of insects is a big problem
ウ　so their number will increase next year
エ　because it is difficult to research about them
問３　下線②のついた文が，本文の内容に合うように， 【　　　】 内の語句を正しい順序に並べかえなさい。
問４　本文中では，あるデパートの取組についてどのように述べられているか。最も適当なものを，次のアからエまでの文の中から一つ選んで，そのかな符号を書きなさい。
ア　A department store in Osaka is growing a garden in a park.
イ　A department store in Osaka is giving birds and animals food.
ウ　A department store in Osaka is telling people about bees and the environment.
エ　A department store in Osaka is telling people how to make pollen.
問５　次のアからカまでの文の中から，その内容が本文に書かれていることと一致するものを二つ選んで，そのかな符号を書きなさい。
ア　Over 60% of all the known species on the earth are insects.
イ　A lot of chemicals are used on plants to save some kinds of insects.
ウ　There is only one reason for the change of the insect population.
エ　Insects are not important for the environment and for humans.
オ　If the number of insects continues decreasing, plants and animals will also decrease.
カ　Scientists are working together to understand the problems of insects.





	解答


問１　progressing
問２　イ
問３　when people understand the importance of insects
問４　ウ
問５　ア，オ

問２　空欄の直前を参照。
問３　接続詞whenから続ける。
問４　４段落の最後を参照。
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