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Do you know what a fishfinder* is?  It is a machine fishers* use to find groups of fish in the sea.  The first fishfinder was invented about 70 years ago.  With this machine, they were able to catch more fish than before because they could see where the groups of fish were on the screen.
However, the old fishfinder caused a problem.  Fishers sometimes caught too many young fish because they could not see the size of each fish.  As a result, the number of fish became smaller in some areas, and fishers could not catch enough fish.
A Japanese man who used to study dolphins got an idea to improve this problem.  He knew how dolphins could swim fast and were good at catching fish.  They have a special skill for hunting with sound waves.  Dolphins emit* sound waves many times very quickly.  These sound waves will reach the fish and come back.  So, dolphins can easily find where the fish are.  They can see the shape, size, and speed of the fish, too.
He applied* the dolphins' skill to his fishfinder.  It was a great success.  Today, his new fishfinder can show the image more clearly than the old one.  So, fishers can even see how large each fish is.  When they find that the fish are too young, they can stop fishing and go to another place.  This is helpful to save young fish in that area.  Fishers can keep catching fish there for many years.
He said, “The sea has given us a lot of good things for a long time.  I'd like to give something back to it.  I believe we have to learn from nature around us.  The dolphins' skill is one of the examples.  From dolphins, I got the idea and invented the new fishfinder.  I want to continue inventing useful machines for our daily lives.  If more children like the sea because of my work, I'll be very happy.”

(注)　fishfinder：魚群探知機　　fishers：漁師　　emit：出す　　apply：応用する

















	Question


１．fishfinderとは何ですか？
２．fishfinderはいつ発明されましたか？
３．fishfinderの問題点は何ですか？
４．ある日本人は，何を参考にしてfishfinderを改良しましたか？



	Answer


１．漁師が海中にいる魚群を探すために使う機械。
２．約70年前。
３．魚の大きさが分からず若い魚を捕まえすぎることにより，魚の数が減少し，漁獲量が減る危険がある。
４．イルカが音波を使って獲物を捕らえる能力。

※QuestionとAnswerは，ＡＩが作成しました。
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