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アメリカのオレゴン（Oregon）州ポートランド（Portland）出身のネイサン（Nathan）が故郷を紹介しています。

My hometown, Portland, is in Oregon.  Oregon is in the northwest part of the United States.  Portland is one of the best cities to live in and the best “green cities” in the world.  About 650,000 people live there.  Many people around the world are interested in this city.
About 50 years ago, there were plans to build freeways along the river in the center of the city.  At that time, people were cutting down many trees and building roads in many cities.  However, people in Portland were already thinking about the environment then.  In 1974, people in Portland chose to build parks with beautiful trees and flowers and not to build the freeways.  They wanted to spend more time in beautiful nature.  Thanks to the voices of people in Portland, the city became kind to the environment.  The city map about 50 years ago shows some freeways on it, but they weren't actually built.  There are more than 300 parks in this city now.  You can see many flowers, birds, and other animals there.  You can enjoy walking, running, relaxing, or even having festivals there.  One popular festival is The Portland Rose Festival.  Portland is so warm that they can grow many roses, so it is called “The City of Roses.”  This festival has continued since 1907.  Today, Portland has a long history.
The city also has a good public transportation system.  Many workers go to their offices by bicycle or by public transportation.  The use of cars in the city has been decreasing because its public transportation system has been getting better and better.  The trains are especially convenient.  It is easy to travel in the center of the city by train.  For example, when you leave the stores after shopping, the station is just in front of you.  You don't have to go up or down stairs.  When you take the train from the airport with a lot of bags, you can get off in the main area of the city and walk to your hotel easily.
Buses are also easy ways to go around the city.  There are many bus lines, so you can go to the places that you want to go without cars.  You can even ride the bus with your bicycle.  Before you get on the bus, you can put your bicycle on the front of the bus.  When you get off, you can take it down.  This means you don't have to look for a bicycle parking and you can go anywhere in the city with your bicycle.  In addition, buses use biofuels, so they don't have much effect on the environment.  They don't give off much carbon dioxide.  In the near future, the city is planning to use buses that run only on electric power.  The city decided to reduce their carbon dioxide emissions to 1990 levels.  Many people in Portland know about this project.
Portland is known as a fantastic city by many people.  If people around the world want to try something to make their cities better, Portland has many good examples.  You can get some good ideas from Portland.
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	Question


１．ポートランドはどこにありますか？
２．ポートランドの人口はどのくらいですか？
３．ポートランドでは，多くの人々はどのように通勤・通学しますか？
[bookmark: _GoBack]４．ポートランドで50年前に計画された高速道路はどうなりましたか？
５．ポートランドで人気のある祭りは何ですか



	Answer


１．アメリカのオレゴン州
２．約65万人
３．自転車や公共交通機関のバスや電車を利用して通勤・通学する人が多く，特に電車は便利で市内中心部を移動しやすい。
４．撤回され，かわりに公園が建設された。
５．ポートランド・バラ祭りで，1907年から続いており，ポートランドは「バラの都市」と呼ばれている。

※QuestionとAnswerは，ＡＩが作成しました。
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