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Masato and Tom are junior high school students.  They have been friends for a year and Tom has learned how to speak Japanese well during his stay in Japan.
Tom is interested in Japanese culture, especially manga.  Masato also likes it and they often enjoy talking about the stories.  Tom is also interested in kendo.  He often practices it with Masato.  They have had a great time together.  But Tom is going to leave Japan and go back to London this July.
On Saturday in June, Masato and Tom went to school to practice kendo.  After they finished practicing kendo, they talked about their homework.  It was still difficult for Tom to do homework for Japanese classes alone, so they often did it together and Masato helped Tom.  The homework for the weekend was to make tanka.  They learned about tanka in a Japanese class.  Tom said, “I don't know how to make tanka well.  Show me your tanka first, please!”  Masato said, “I wish I could show you a good one, but making tanka is also not easy for me.”
Then, Ms. Oka, the teacher of kendo, came to them and said, “Are you talking about tanka?”  Masato remembered that Ms. Oka loved making tanka.  Masato sometimes saw her good tanka in the school newspaper.  Masato said, “Yes.  We're trying to make tanka, but we have no idea.  Could you tell us how to make it?  It's our homework!”  Ms. Oka smiled and said, “OK.  Making tanka is not so difficult.  You can make tanka freely.”  “Freely?  But tanka has a rule about rhythm,” Masato said.  She said, “Of course it has some rules.  But I think the most important thing is to make tanka freely with the words born from your heart.  Talk with your heart.  Then, you can make good tanka.”
Masato repeated Ms. Oka's words in his heart and remembered the days with Tom.  He thought, “We have enjoyed many things.  Saying good-bye to Tom will be sad.  But we have to grow in each place for our future.  It may be hard but I believe we can.”  Masato decided to make tanka about this feeling and send it to Tom.  He thought it would be a good present.
When Masato and Tom left school, Masato looked up at the sky.  It was so blue.  They stopped and looked at it for a while together.  Then, Masato started making his first tanka for Tom.
(注)　rhythm　リズム（ここでは短歌の５－７－５－７－７のリズムのこと)　heart　心　　
good-bye　さようなら　　present　贈り物　　for a while　しばらくの間










	Question


１．Tomは日本で何を学んでいますか？
２．TomはMasatoと何についてよく話しますか？
３．Tomはどんな武道に興味がありますか？
４．Tomはいつ日本を離れる予定ですか？
５． Tomにプレゼントするために，Masatoは何を作ることに決めましたか？



	Answer


１．日本語
２．漫画
３．剣道
[bookmark: _GoBack]４．今年の7月
５．感謝の気持ちを込めた短歌を作ることに決めた。

※QuestionとAnswerは，ＡＩが作成しました。
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