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Ruri is a junior high school student.  Jane is from Canada, and she is studying science at university in Japan.  Jane is staying at Ruri's house.  They are talking at a park.
Jane:　Look, a swallow is flying.
Ruri:　Oh, that swallow is flying low.  Well, if my grandmother were here, she would say, “Go home before it rains.”  She really loves superstitions.
Jane:　Ruri, your grandmother may be right.  It will rain when a swallow flies low.
Ruri:　What?
Jane:　I read it in a science book.  Swallows eat insects.  Before it starts raining, insects cannot fly high because of humidity.  To eat those flying insects, swallows also fly low.
Ruri:　Wow, what an interesting story!  That's not a superstition.
Jane:　Your grandmother may know other useful stories.
Ruri:　Yes, I will ask her.
Jane:　I know another interesting story.  Ruri, what will you do if your little brother hits his foot on a table leg and starts crying?
Ruri:　Well, I think I will say, “Are you OK?” and touch his foot with my hand.
Jane:　You are a good sister.  But do you think it reduces pain?
Ruri:　No.  It is a superstition, right?
Jane:　Ruri, some scientists say it's not a superstition.  By touching an aching body part, you can reduce pain.  I heard this story from my teacher.
Ruri:　Really?  That's amazing!
Jane:　Those stories are two examples of things humans have learned from experience.  They have taught those things to their children.  Some people may think they are superstitions, but some of them are true.  By doing scientific research, we can know many things.
Ruri:　Great!  Science is very interesting.
Jane:　Yes.  Well, if you like science, I want you to remember one thing.  Science isn't perfect.
Ruri:　What do you mean?  You have just said we can know many things by doing scientific research.
Jane:　Yes.  Science is useful and can tell us a lot of things.  However, it is very difficult to know what is really true.
Ruri:　Can you give me an example?
Jane:　For example, in the past, many scientists believed all dinosaurs died out.  But now, some　scientists say some dinosaurs survived.  Like this example, scientists sometimes have different theories about something.
Ruri:　I see.  Science is useful, but it is difficult to know true things.
Jane:　Yes.  It's difficult even for scientists to know true things.  “Why does it happen?”  “Is it really true?”  Scientists always have such questions and do research.  For a long time, those people have been developing science.
Ruri:　How can I become such a person?
Jane:　You should always think a lot and try to find questions from your daily life.  When you have a question, think how to study about it and do research.  Also, it is important to read a lot of science books.  You are still a junior high school student, but there are many things you can do.
Ruri:　OK, I will try.  And I will study science in the future like you!
Jane:　I'm happy to hear that.  I'm sure you can enjoy learning science more.
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reduce ～　～を減らす　　　pain　痛み　　　aching　痛む　　　scientific　科学的な
perfect　完璧な　　　die out　死に絶える　　　theory　学説　　　develop ～　～を発達させる



	Question


１．Janeは日本で何をしていますか？
２．Ruriの祖母は，ツバメが低く飛ぶことは何の前触れだと考えていますか？
３．２について，Janeはどのような科学的考察をしていますか？
４．Janeが述べた「科学には欠点がある」とはどういう意味ですか？
５．Janeは科学者になれるには何が必要だとアドバイスしましたか？



	Answer


１．Ruriの家に滞在し，日本の大学で科学を学んでいる。
２．雨が降ること。
３．湿度のために昆虫が高く飛べなくなるため，ツバメが低く飛んで食べ物を探す。
４．本当のことを知ることは困難であることがあり，科学も完全ではない。
[bookmark: _GoBack]５．日常生活で疑問を見つけ，それについて考え，研究する方法を考えることが重要であり，また，多くの科学書を読むことも必要である。

※QuestionとAnswerは，ＡＩが作成しました。
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