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Mike is from America and he studied about Japanese culture at university in Japan.  Now he is an ALT at Hikari High School.  He puts his “Question Box” on the table in front of the teachers' room.  Students can put letters into it when they have questions.  They ask him about America, how to learn English, and so on.  Mike likes his “Question Box” because it is a good way to communicate with students.
One day in October, he got two long letters.  One letter was from Kana, a girl in the English club.  The other letter was from Leo, a student from France.

【The letter from Kana】
Hello, Mike.  I'm Kana.  Do you know Leo, a student from France?  He has been in our class for two months.  He is kind and everyone likes him.  But now, I am worrying about him a little.
He doesn't speak Japanese well and sometimes cannot understand our Japanese.  But that is not the problem.  We can communicate with him in English.  He is a great English speaker and we learn a lot from him.  Last month, he looked very happy when he talked with us.  But these days, he doesn't look so happy when we talk to him.  Why does he look like that?
Well, sometimes we cannot understand Leo's English because he talks very fast and uses difficult words.  Also it is difficult for us to express everything in English.  Is it making him disappointed?  If we improve our English, will he be happy?
When I ask him, “Are you OK?”, he always says he is OK.  But if he has any trouble, I want to help him.  Mike, can you guess what his problem is?  Please give me some advice and help us become good friends.

【The letter from Leo】
Hello, Mike.  I'm Leo.  I came to Japan in August.  I'm writing this letter because you may be the only person who can understand my feelings.
I cannot speak Japanese well, so my classmates talk to me in English.  They may think that all foreign people speak great English.  My English may be better than theirs, but I'm not a great English speaker.  I love talking with my classmates but sometimes I feel as if my classmates talk to me only because they want to practice English.
I came to Japan to learn Japanese.  I study Japanese every day, and have learned some words.  If my classmates speak slowly, I can understand their Japanese a little.  But they try to say everything in English.
I know English is our common language.  We can communicate with each other in English though it is not the language we usually speak.  In the future, my classmates and I can share ideas with people in the world by using English.  That's wonderful, but now, I want to communicate with my classmates in Japanese.  I cannot improve my Japanese if I don't use it at school.
Mike, should I tell my classmates my feelings?  I know they are trying to be kind to me, and I don't want to hurt their feelings.  What would you do if you were me?
Mike remembered his university days.  He really understood their feelings.  He thought, “Some friends talked to me in English to help me.  They were good friends and thanks to them, I enjoyed life in Japan.  But I wanted to talk with them in Japanese and improve my Japanese.  Leo, I had the same wish.”
However, Mike didn't worry too much.  He said to himself, “Sometimes it is difficult to communicate with other people, but both Kana and Leo think about each other.  They will be good friends.”  Mike started to write letters to them.
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	Question


１．Mikeは日本文化をどこで学びましたか？
２．Mikeが職員室の前に設置した「Question Box」とは何ですか？
３．生徒たちはどのような質問をMikeにしましたか？
４．Kanaは誰のことを心配していますか？
５．Leoはどのような悩みを抱えていますか？
６．Mikeはどのようなアドバイスをすることができますか？



	Answer


１．日本の大学
２．生徒が質問をするために手紙を投函できる箱。
３．アメリカのことや英語の勉強方法など。
[bookmark: _GoBack]４．フランスから来たLeoが最近，元気がないので，彼の問題を知りたいと思っている。
５．クラスメイトたちと日本語でコミュニケーションをとりたいと思っているが，クラスメイトが英語で話すため，日本語の練習ができないことに悩んでいる。
６．Leoに自分の気持ちをクラスメイトたちに伝えることを勧め，クラスメイトたちと日本語でコミュニケーションをとるようにアドバイスできる。

※QuestionとAnswerは，ＡＩが作成しました。
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