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次は，高校生の圭太（Keita）と，クラスメートの歩美（Ayumi)，春樹（Haruki)，そして，ベーカー先生（Mr. Baker）との授業中の会話である。

Mr. Baker:　Hello, everyone.  Have you done your homework about “Kumamoto's No. 1s”?  How about you, Keita?
Keita:　Yes.  I learned about the 3,333 stone steps in Kumamoto.  The number of the steps is No. 1 in Japan.  When I went there, I found that they are made of stones not only from Japan, but also from some other countries like America, China, and India.  I hear that Kumamoto has a good friendship with other countries through the stone steps.
Mr. Baker:　Amazing!  I hope their relationship will continue forever.  Thank you, Keita.  Ayumi, did you find something interesting?
Ayumi:　Yes, Mr. Baker.  The amount of tomatoes grown in Kumamoto is No. 1 in Japan.  I hear that many tomatoes are grown in the area near the sea from fall to spring because it doesn't get too cold there in winter.  Then, from summer to fall, many tomatoes are grown around the mountain areas because it doesn't get too hot.  So, they are grown in each season in Kumamoto because Kumamoto has the sea and mountains.
Mr. Baker:　Great!  Oh, Haruki.  Do you know another No. 1?
Haruki:　Yes.  We shouldn't forget that Kumamoto is rich in ground water.  Four water sources in Kumamoto were chosen as “Selected 100 Best Waters in Japan” in 1985 and another four in 2008.  The number of those water sources is No. 1 in Japan. 　Actually, people in Kumamoto have more chances to use ground water in their daily lives than people in other areas in Japan because, in Kumamoto, about 80% of tap water is from ground water, but only about 20% on average in Japan.
Mr. Baker:　Wow, there are many No. 1s in Kumamoto!  All of you did very well.  I think learning about your hometown is helpful for you to make new friends.  When you have a chance to go abroad, how about introducing your hometown to people there?  Some people who are interested in it may talk to you.  Then, you'll have a good time when you talk about it with them and make some good friends there.

(注)　stone steps = 石段　　relationship = 関係　　tomato = トマト　　rich = 豊かな　　ground water = 地下水
　　water source = 水源　　chosen = chooseの過去分詞
　　Selected 100 Best Waters in Japan = 日本名水百選　　tap water = 水道水　　on average = 平均して







	Question


１．熊本の3333段の石段の材料にはどこの石が使われていますか？
２．熊本のトマトはどのような場所で栽培されていますか？
３．熊本の水道水のおよそ何％が地下水由来ですか？
４．Baker先生は生徒たちに何を提案しましたか？



	Answer


１．日本だけでなくアメリカや中国，インドなどの外国の石も使われている。
２．熊本には海と山があり，冬は海の近く，春から秋にかけては山の周辺で栽培されている。
３．およそ80％
[bookmark: _GoBack]４．自分たちの故郷について学ぶことは新しい友達を作るのに役立ち，機会があれば海外の人たちに自分たちの故郷を紹介することを提案した。

※QuestionとAnswerは，ＡＩが作成しました。
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