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次の英文は，中学生の咲が，スピーチコンテストで自分の経験について語ったものである。

Have you ever had an experience that changed your life?  My first big change happened to me when I was fourteen.  One day in September, my father said, “We have to move to Asahi City because of my job.”  I was sad to leave Wakaba Town because I had many friends there.
On the first day of my new school life, I faced a problem.  My classmates already had good relationships with each other.  I thought, “Can I become their friend?”  Some classmates came to me and one of them asked, “Do you like the songs of Aya?”  Aya was a very popular singer in my class at that time.  I was not interested in her songs, but I thought, “If I say no, I may lose the chance to continue talking with them.”  I wanted to be a member of their group soon, so I said to her, “Well . . . , yes, I love her songs.”
After that, I could get along with my classmates, but I couldn't tell them my true feelings.  I always agreed with them.  I thought it was an easy way to get along with them.  I was happy to have new friends, but I couldn't show them how I really felt, so I was tired every day.
One day, my mother asked, “What's wrong?  You always look tired.”  I said to her, “I don't want my classmates to dislike me, so I cannot tell them my true feelings.  I get tired when I talk with them.”  She said, “You don't have to think like that.  Even if you have different ideas, they will accept you.”  I wasn't sure about that, but her words made me a little relieved.
Meeting a woman caused the second big change in my life.  I often went to the library next to my school.  The library gave me time to relax because I didn't have to talk with anyone.  A woman working there, Ms. Yamada, always welcomed me with a smile.  She told me about some great books.  She sometimes showed me some books that didn't look interesting.  She said, “You can find something attractive even in those books.  Try them.”  When I read them, I thought, “She is right.”  After that, I began to open my heart to her and really enjoyed talking about books with her.
One day I told Ms. Yamada about my school life.  I told her that I couldn't tell my true feelings to my classmates.  She said with a smile, “Saki, now you enjoy reading books, right?  Why?”  I said, “Because I am excited when I get new ideas from books.”  Then she said, “That's true.  Writers show us their own ideas through their books.  Each book has different ideas, so all books are interesting.”  She continued, “Thanks to writers, we can enjoy learning different ideas.  I think you can do the same thing as writers.”
When I went home that day, my mother said to me, “Saki, you look happy.  What happened to you?”  Then I told her about Ms. Yamada's words.  I said to her, “I learned from her that learning different ideas is very exciting.  Writers tell us many different ideas through their books.  We get excited to learn important lessons or something new from their ideas.”  I continued, “I also learned it's OK to tell others different ideas.  Even if I tell different ideas to my classmates, they may enjoy listening to my ideas or get something interesting from them.”  My mother smiled and said, “Yes.  Don't forget those two things.”
The next day, in class we talked about our field trip.  Our teacher said, “Where do you want to go?”  One of my classmates said, “I want to go to Asahi Park,” but I had a different idea.  I remembered the things I learned from Ms. Yamada and decided to take action.  I said to my classmates, “I want to visit a history museum!”  I told them my true feelings for the first time.  They looked surprised and asked me about the reason.  I told them that I wanted to learn about the history of Asahi City.  They said, “Visiting a history museum is a good idea for everyone in our class.  You've just moved here.  You can learn a lot about our city.  We can also learn something new about its history, so let's go to Asahi History Museum!”  When they agreed with me, I felt really happy.  It was the third big change in my life.
My life has changed greatly since last year.  Now I have a motto.  It's “Don't be scared of telling people your true feelings even if your ideas are different from your friends' ideas.”  If you have the same problem, listen to your heart and tell others your own ideas with courage.
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	Question


１．咲は新しい学校で友達を作るのに苦労しましたが，それはなぜですか？
２．咲は最初，どのような方法でクラスメイトたちと友人関係を築こうとしましたか？
３．咲が学校で本当の気持ちを話すことができないと言った時，山田さんは咲にどのようなアドバイスをしましたか？
４．遠足の行き先として，咲はどこを提案しましたか？
５．咲が学んだ教訓は何ですか？



	Answer


１．クラスメイトたちが既に友人関係を築いていたから。
２．クラスメイトたちと同じ意見を持つこと。
３．様々な考えを学ぶことがとてもエキサイティングであること。
４．歴史博物館
[bookmark: _GoBack]５．自分の意見を，勇気を持って他人に伝えることが大切であること。

※QuestionとAnswerは，ＡＩが作成しました。
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