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放課後，高校生の太郎（Taro）が，アメリカ合衆国からの留学生マイク（Mike）と話をしています。

Mike:　Hey, Taro.  Can I ask you a question?
Taro:　Sure, Mike.  What do you want to know?
Mike:　*Before I came to Japan, some people around me said people in Japan worked long hours.  I've been here for a year, but I'm not *sure of this.  What do you think about this?
Taro:　I'm not sure, either.  But my parents often come home *late.
Mike:　 What do they think about that?
Taro:　Well, I'll ask them about it tonight, and tell you about it tomorrow.
Mike:　Great!  Thanks Taro.

[The next day]
Taro:　Hi, Mike.  Do you have some time?
Mike:　Sure, Taro.  Did you talk with your parents last night?
Taro:　I only talked with my father.  But I found some interesting articles, too.
Mike:　Oh, thanks!  What did he say?
Taro:　Well, my father doesn't think he works long hours.  But he thinks it takes a long time from our house to his office.
Mike:　Oh, is his office far from your house?
Taro:　Yes, it is.  It takes an hour.  My father said he wants more time with us.
Mike:　I see.  You want more time with your father, too, right?
Taro:　Yes, of course, and all my family members wish the same.  My mother says she needs more time with my father, especially because she takes care of my eight-year-old brother.
Mike:　I see.
Taro:　According to an article I found, young Japanese people these days think their family is more important than their jobs.  Look at this graph.  It shows the survey results of three thousand people in 2011 and ten thousand people in 2017.  These people were 16 to 29 years old.　
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Mike:　Oh, more than 63 percent of them thought their family was more important in 2017.
Taro:　Right.  The number rose *by about 11 percent from 2011.
Mike:　I see.  So, we can say more and more young people think their family is more important, right?
Taro:　Right.  I think a lot of people need to think about how they work.  Oh, here's an idea.  If my father can choose to work *either at his office or at home, he can spend more time with me.  Technology has made that possible, right?  I think every *worker will be happy about that.
Mike:　You think so?  I think things are not so simple.
Taro:　Oh, really?  Why?
Mike:　Well, for example, think about the workers who build roads, bridges, or buildings.  Doing such things at home is not possible, right?
Taro:　Oh, you're right.  People in different jobs work in different ways.  Actually, my mother is a *nurse and I think it's not possible for her to work at home.  She goes to work at the hospital to help her patients, and she says she is proud of her job.
Mike:　That's great!  I hope I can be proud of my job like your mother!  I also hope I can get a job which gives me time to spend with my family and *on my hobby.
Taro:　Me, too.  If we have a better *private life, we can enjoy our work more!
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	Question


１．労働時間について，Taroの父親は何を言っていましたか？
２．調査によると，最近の日本の多くの若者は仕事よりも何が重要だと考えていますか？
３．自宅で働くことについて，Mikeはそれが簡単なことではないと考えていますが，それはなぜですか？
４．Taroの母親は何をしていますか？
[bookmark: _GoBack]５．将来の仕事について，MikeとTaroは何を願っていますか？

	Answer


１．長時間働いているとは思っていないが，通勤に時間がかかると感じている。
２．家族
３．例えば，道路や橋，建物を建設する作業員などは自宅で仕事をすることはできないため。
４．看護師
５．家族との時間や趣味の時間も持てる仕事を得られることを願っている。

※QuestionとAnswerは，ＡＩが作成しました。
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