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※QRコードを読み込むと，英文と連動した音声再生ができます（スマホにも対応）


次の英文は，高校生のさくら（Sakura）が留学の経験を経て考えたことについて書いたものです。

It was eight o'clock.  I was sixteen years old.  When I got to school, some student council members were standing in front of the school.  They were smiling and *greeting the students.  So I said, “Good morning” like everyone else, but I said to myself, “Why are they doing that?  Is the greeting so important?”
When I was seventeen, I went to the United States to study English and learn something unique about American culture.  One day, I went to a shop.  I saw a *tray near the *cash register.  There were some *pennies in the tray.  I asked a *cashier what it was because I had no idea.  Then, he explained it to me.  “At some stores in America, we have this tray near the cash register.  Some pennies are in the trays.  When people get pennies as change and they don't need them, they put the pennies in the tray for other people.  If people need a few pennies to buy things, they can take some from the tray and use them to *pay.”  Then, when I was going to pay, I needed three pennies.  I wanted to use the tray, so I did.  I was glad because I could try a part of American culture.
Soon after that, something interesting happened to me.  My host mother and I went to a *drive-through restaurant.  When my host mother *ordered some hamburgers there and was going to pay, the cashier said, “You don't have to pay.”  She was surprised and asked why.  He answered, “The man before you has already paid.”  She said, “I don't know about that customer, but he paid for me!”  My host mother and I talked a little and she said, “We will pay for the next family.”  We felt satisfied with our decision.  A few days later, I read an article in the newspaper and learned that many other customers did the same thing after us.  About fifty people paid for other people's food!
These two examples in America have taught me important things.  In Japan, when the student council members greeted the students, many of them said, “Good morning.”  So I did that, too.  But in these examples in the United States, people did not need to donate pennies or pay for other customers.  They did these out of the *kindness of their hearts.  They did not *care who they were helping.  This idea was new to me and changed my perspective.  I said to myself, “I will try something for others without wanting anything from them.”
Now, it is eight o'clock.  I am eighteen years old and I am back in Japan.  I am in front of the school as a member of the student council.  I am smiling and greeting the students.  Some students pass by without saying, “Good morning.”  Other students greet us and look happy.  That makes me happy.  Now, I finally know how I can *enrich my life.
【注】greet：あいさつをする　　tray：トレイ　　cash register：店のレジ
penny：１セント硬貨（１セントは約１円)　　cashier：店のレジ係　　pay（paid)：支払う（支払った) drive-through：ドライブスルー　　order：注文する　　kindness：親切　　care：気にする　　
enrich：豊かにする

	Question


１．Sakuraが学校に到着した時，生徒会のメンバーは何をしていましたか？
２．17歳のとき，Sakuraがアメリカに行ったのはなぜですか？
３．Sakuraがアメリカの店舗で見かけたトレイの役割は何ですか？
４．ドライブスルーレストランでは，何が起こりましたか？
５．このエピソードで，Sakuraが学んだことは何ですか？



	Answer


１．学校の前に立ち，生徒たちに挨拶していた。
２．アメリカ文化について学ぶため。
[bookmark: _GoBack]３．トレイには数枚のペニーが入っていて，おつりとして受け取ったペニーを不要な場合はトレイに入れ，必要な場合はトレイから取ることができる。
４．前の客が支払い済みであったため，ホストマザーが支払いをする必要がなかった。
５．人々が自分たちの優しさで他人を助けることができるということ。

※QuestionとAnswerは，ＡＩが作成しました。
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