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※QRコードを読み込むと，英文と連動した音声再生ができます（スマホにも対応）


次の英文は，アメリカに住む中学生のニック（Nick）さんの物語です。
Nick was a member of the basketball team in his junior high school.  He was the best player on the team, but there were only eight members and the team never won a game.  So, Nick wanted to make his team stronger.
It was just a month before the final* tournament of the year.  The other seven players wanted to win, but were not confident*.  Nick sometimes got angry when the other players did not play well.  He even said some bad words to them.  The members of the team began to be quiet.  The coach* worried about the team.
The team had a practice* game just three weeks before the tournament.  In the game, Nick often played without passing* the ball to the other players.  At the end of the game, one player on Nick's team was standing near the basket*, and everyone wanted Nick to pass the ball to him.  But Nick didn't do so, and took a shot*.  The ball did not go through the net* and they lost* the game.  Nick thought it was the biggest mistake* he made in the game.  After the game, Nick couldn't look at his teammates*.  And they did not say anything to him.  There was a long silence*.
The next week, Nick was always thinking about the game.  He went to school, but did not practice with the team.  He practiced alone at a park near his house.  But it was not fun.
One night, Nick's coach visited him and said, “Your teammates are practicing hard every day.  They are waiting for you.”  The coach gave Nick a piece of paper.  Many messages were written on it.  “It is not your fault*.”  “We need you.”  When Nick was reading the messages from his teammates, he cried, and then began to feel something warm in his heart*.
The next day, Nick came back to the team.  He told his new feelings* to the other members.  “Thank you for your messages.  Now I know what is important for me.  I want to play with you all.”
They started playing as one team again.  During practice, Nick passed* the balls many times, jumped* higher than before, and said to his teammates, “You can do it!” and “Nice!”  Those words made them feel confident and play harder.  Nick thought the team was getting better.  It was the first time for Nick to enjoy playing with his team.  Nick was not alone anymore.
The final tournament began.  Surprisingly*, Nick's team went to the final game.  In the game, all the players did their best, but they lost.  Nick did not feel sad because he had a good time with his teammates.
Nick thought the sky was beautiful when he went home after the game.

(注)　final　最後の　　confident　自信のある　　coach　コーチ　　practice　練習
passing　pass 「(ボールを）パスする」の～ing形　　basket　(バスケットボールの）ゴール
took a shot　take a shot「シュートをする」の過去形（shot「シュート」)
net　(バスケットボールの）リング　　lost　lose「～に負ける」の過去形　　mistake　失敗
teammate　チームメイト　　silence　沈黙　　fault　責任
heart　心　　feeling(s)　気持ち　　passed　passの過去形
jumped　jump「とぶ」の過去形　　surprisingly　驚いたことには


	Question


１．Nickは何のチームのメンバーですか？
２．チームが１ゲームも勝てなかった理由は何ですか？
３．Nickのチームで最も優れたメンバーは誰ですか？
４．Nickは他のメンバーに対してどのような態度をとっていましたか？
５．チームが大会前に行った練習試合で，Nickがしたミスは何ですか？
６．Nickが練習に出てこなくなった時，他のメンバーはどうしましたか？
７．大会でのNickのチームの成績はどうでしたか？



	Answer


１．中学校のバスケットボールチーム
２．メンバーが8人しかいなかったから。
３．Nick
４．他のチームメンバーが上手くプレイをしなかったときに怒ったり，悪い言葉を言ったりした。
５．ボールをパスせずに自分でシュートをし，失点したこと。
６．１枚の紙に多くのメッセージが書き，Nickに贈った。
７．準優勝
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